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Introduction 

As the parent of a primary school student you will want to know what your child will be learning. At 

Avondale Grammar School we currently follow the Australian Curriculum. This document will outline 

what your child can expect to be learning in each stage of their schooling. 

The syllabus is governed by the Board of Studies. The board outlines what must be taught in 6 Key 

Learning Areas; 

English, Mathematics, Science, Human Society & Its Environments (HSIE), Personal Development, 

Health & Physical Education (PDHPE), Creative & Practical Arts (CAPA) and two ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ Y[!Ωǎ ƻŦ  

school Information and Communications Technologies and Languages. Each of these areas will be 

explained in more detail throughout this document. 

 

 

Terminology and definitions 

Stages of Schooling ς ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǘŀƎŜǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

work towards achieving certain outcomes. The different stages are; 

Early Stage 1 ς ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ of schooling. During 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ 

Stage 1 ς This consists of students in Year 1 and Year 2. Students are given two years to achieve their 

outcomes. 

Stage 2 ς This consists of students in Year 3 and Year 4. Again students are given two years to work 

towards achieving their outcomes. 

Stage 3 - This consists of students in Year 5 and Year 6. It is the final 2 years of their Primary school 

education. Once students complete Year 6 they then move on to begin their high school education. 

Outcomes ς These are goals which each child works towards achieving within a two year time frame. 

Teachers plan lessons which help each child work towards achieving the outcome. 

Foundation Statements ς These are short, clear and general statements of the knowledge and skills 

that each student should develop within each Stage. Teachers use these statements to help with 

developing learning activities, assessments and school reports. 
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Assessment 

Classroom specific Assessments 

Student progress is reviewed regularly using a variety of means.  

¶ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜǊƳǎ н ŀƴŘ пΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ΨǎƴŀǇ ǎƘƻǘΩ ƻŦ 

ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ current effort. 

¶ A formal report is written by the classroom teacher and specialist teachers and the end of 

Terms 2 and 4. 

¶ Student self assessments are completed on selected pieces of work and subject areas. 

¶ Parent response forms ς Giving parents an opportunity to make comment and arrange an 

interview with specific teachers. 

¶ Running Records are conducted on all students from Kindergarten ς Year 2 and students in 

Year 3-с ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ Ψŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΦ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

analyǎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎΦ wǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

records are conducted every 3-4 weeks.  

¶ Mathematics tests at the completion of each strand. 

¶ Writing samples analysed by the classroom teacher. 

¶ Design and make activities and experiments. 

¶ Daily news and oral presentations to the class. 

Standardised Assessments 

PIPs ς is a baseline assessment developed at Durham University in England. It is designed to assess 

students entering Kindergarten and looks at assessing the progress of students in Literacy, Numeracy 

and Phonological awareness. More information can be found at 

http://www.education.uwa.edu.au/pips 

The Cambridge Primary Progression tests provide valid external assessment of knowledge and skills 

in English and Mathematics. They are taken by students in Years 2- 5 at different times throughout 

the year. 

The Cambridge International Primary Achievement test is for students in Year 6. The test is taken in 

English and Mathematics. For more information go to 

http://www.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/primary/cipp/tests 

NAPLAN is the Australian national assessment program. The examinations are taken by students in 

Year 3 and 5 and focus on Reading, Writing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and 

Punctuation) and Numeracy. More information can be found at 

http://www.naplan.edu.au/home_page.html 

 

 

 

http://www.education.uwa.edu.au/pips
http://www.cie.org.uk/qualifications/academic/primary/cipp/tests
http://www.naplan.edu.au/home_page.html


4 
 

General Curriculum 

Below is an outline of each of the six curriculum areas. At the beginning of each term 

teachers will send out a detailed curriculum note specific to each grade. This will outline in 

more detail exactly what your child will be learning during that term. For example it will point 

out what novels will be studied, what maths topics will be a focus and what themes will be 

studied.  

In English, students learn to read, write, talk and listen. They learn  about 

English language and literature, how language varies according to context 

and how to communicate to a range of audiences for different purposes. 

They learn to read for information and for pleasure. They learn about 

poetry, novels and plays. They gai n a sound grasp of language structures, 

punctuation, spelling and grammar. Students in K -  2 use the Jolly Phonics 

program to assist with phonics and grammar development.  

 

 

 

 

Students have two years to achieve the outcomes for stage 2. The skills required build upon those 

introduced in Stage 1. 

Talking and Listening Outcomes (goals) ς  

By the completion of Year 4 students should be able to: 

Interact effectively in groups and pairs, and adopt a range of roles within the groups. The students 

will need to communicate in both formal and informal school situations, both inside the classroom 

and during a range of whole school events. With teacher guidance they identify some basic language 

features of spoken text. 

Some specific examples of what students may be asked to demonstrate include: 

¶ Discusses how to make an appointment over the telephone 

¶ Discusses the different features of spoken text 

¶ Distinguishes between dialogue and monologue 

¶ Understands the difference between formal and informal language 

¶ Identifies the stages of casual conversation, eg greetings, discussion of general topics, 

discussion of more specific topics, farewells  

Reading Outcomes (goals) ς  

By the completion of Year 4 students should be able to: 

Read independently a wide range of texts on increasingly challenging topics and use an integrated 

range of skills and strategies when reading and interpreting written texts. 
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Some specific examples of what students may be asked to demonstrate include: 

¶ Is able to monitor and self correct errors made when reading 

¶ Skims a text for overall message 

¶ Makes inferences about ideas within a text 

¶ Joins in reading a greater range of poetry 

¶ Shows empathy towards characters within a text 

Writing Outcomes (goals) ς  

By the completion of Year 4 students should be able to: 

Draft, revise, proof read and publish well structured texts that are more demanding in terms of 

topic, audience and written language. Students use correct grammar and punctuation when 

constructing sentences. 

Some specific examples of what students may be asked to demonstrate include: 

¶ Identify, nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs in their own writing 

¶ Uses accurate tense in written work 

¶ Demonstrates self editing skills 

¶ Writes more involved recounts 

¶ Expresses a point of view in writing 

 

 

Mathematics is one of the six key learning areas for the curriculum. The study of 
mathematics provides opportunities for students to learn to describe and apply 
patterns and relationships; reason, predict and solve problems; calculate accurately 
both mentally and in written form; estimate and measure; and interpret and 

communicate information presented in numerical, geometrical, graphical, statistical and algebraic 
forms. The Mathematics syllabus is divided into 6 strands ς Number, Measurement, Data, Patterns 
and Algebra, Space and Geometry and Working Mathematically.  Students cover all 6 strands within 
each grade, with skills becoming harder as they move through the school. Below is an outline of 
what is covered in each strand. At the beginning of each term the class teacher will send home a 
detailed outline of the strands to be covered within the term and the specific skills focussed on. 
Within the Number strand students will be exposed to ς  

¶ Addition and Subtraction 

¶ Multiplication and Division 

¶ Fractions and Decimals and 

¶ Whole numbers 
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Within the Measurement strand students will be exposed to ς  

¶ Length 

¶ Area 

¶ Volume and Capacity 

¶ Mass and 

¶ Time 

Within the Chance and Data strand students will be exposed to ς  

¶ Data collection and 

¶ Graphing 

Within the Space and Geometry unit students will be exposed to ς  

¶ 2D shapes 

¶ 3D shapes and  

¶ Position 

Within the Working Mathematically strand students will be exposed to ς  

¶ Questioning 

¶ Reasoning 

¶ Reflecting 

¶ Communicating and 

¶ Applying strategies 

Within the Patterns and Algebra strand students will be exposed to ς  

¶ Number relationships 

¶ Geometric patterns and 

¶ Multiples  

 

 

 

Number Strand 

Whole Numbers ¶ Count forwards and backwards by tens or hundreds, on and off the decade 

¶ Use place value to read, represent and order numbers up to four digits 

Addition and 
Subtraction 

¶ Use a range of mental strategies for addition and subtraction involving two-, three- and 
four-digit numbers 

¶ Use a formal written algorithm for addition and subtraction 

Multiplication and 
Division 

¶ Develop mental facility for number facts up to 10 × 10 

¶ Find multiples and squares of numbers 

¶ Determine factors for a given number 

¶ Use mental and informal written strategies for multiplying or dividing a two-digit 
number by a one-digit operator 
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Fractions and 
Decimals 

¶ Model, compare and represent fractions with denominators 2, 4, and 8, followed by 
fractions with denominators 5, 10, and 100 

¶ Find equivalence between halves, quarters and eighths; fifths and tenths; tenths and 
hundredths 

¶ Model, compare and represent decimals to 2 decimal places 

Patterns and Algebra Strand 

 ¶ Build number relationships by relating multiplication and division facts to at least 10 × 
10 

¶ Complete simple number sentences by calculating the value of a missing number 

Data 

 ¶ Conduct surveys, classify and organise data using tables 

¶ Construct vertical and horizontal column graphs and picture graphs 

Measurement 

Length ¶ Estimate, measure, compare and record lengths and distances using metres, centimetres 
and/or millimetres 

¶ Convert between metres and centimetres, and centimetres and millimetres 

¶ Estimate and measure the perimeter of two-dimensional shapes 

Area ¶ Recognise the need for square centimetres and square metres to measure area 

Volume and capacity ¶ Estimate, measure, compare and record volumes and capacities using litres and 
millilitres 

¶ Convert between litres and millilitres 

Mass ¶ Estimate, measure, compare and record masses using kilograms and grams 

Time ¶ Read and interpret simple timetables, timelines and calendars 

¶ Read and record time using digital and analogue notation 

Space and Geometry 

2D Shapes ¶ Recognise openings, slopes and turns as angles 

¶ Find all lines of symmetry for a two-dimensional shape 

3D Shapes ¶ Describe cross-sections of three dimensional objects 

¶ Create nets from everyday packages 

¶ Name, describe, sort, make and sketch prisms, pyramids, cylinders, cones and spheres 

Position ¶ Use simple maps and grids to represent position and follow routes 

¶ Determine the directions N, S, E and W; NE, NW, SE and SW, given one of the directions 

Working Mathematically 

Questioning Students ask questions in relation to mathematical situations and their mathematical experiences. 
9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ΨL ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ƛŦΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǿƘŀǘ ƛŦΩ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ 
students to make predictions. 

Reasoning Students develop and use processes for exploring relationships, checking solutions and giving 
reasons to support their conclusions.  

Reflecting Students reflect on their experiences and critical understanding to make connections with, and 
generalisations about, existing knowledge and understanding.  

Communicating Students develop and use appropriate language and representations to formulate and express 
mathematical ideas in written, oral and diagrammatic form. 

Applying Strategies Students develop, select and use a range of strategies, including the selection and use of 
appropriate technology, to explore and solve problems. 

 

 
 
Science and Technology is one of the six Key Learning Areas of the primary 
curriculum. Science and Technology is the learning area in which all students 
learn about the natural and built environments by investigating, by designing 
and making and by using technology. Learning in Science and Technology will 
draw on and contribute to learning related to the other five Key Learning 

Areas. Science is concerned with finding out about the world in a systematic way. Findings are 
accepted if they can be verified. Science is not just a body of knowledge but is also a process of 
investigation. Through the units of study students will develop: 
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Knowledge and understanding 
 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of: 
ω .ǳƛƭǘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ 
ω LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
ω Living Things 
ω tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ tƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ 
ω tǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ω 9ŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ {ǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ 
ω ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
natural and built environments 
ω ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘhat people use in order to satisfy their wants and needs 
ω ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜΤ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ 
environment and the future. 
 

Skills 
Students will be able to: 
ω ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻnments 
ω ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
ω ŀǎǎŜǎǎΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎΦ 
 
At Avondale Grammar school the following units of work are currently studied; 
 

 

 

 

 

Topic: Robotics In Action-Simple Machines 

Main Idea:  

Outcomes: INS2.7, DMS2.8 

Topic: Built Environments-Material World; Man-Made & Natural 

Main Idea:  

Outcomes: BES2.1 

Topic: Environment of Living Things-Interacting With Other Living Things & The Environment 

Main Idea:  

Outcomes: LTS 2.3 

 

Topic: Eating Out-Products & Services; Aesthetic & Functional Factors 

Main Idea:  

Outcomes: PS2.5 
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Topic: {ǇŀŎŜ ά{ǇƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǇŀŎŜέ  

Main Idea: This unit looks at what causes day and night? The rising of the Sun and the Moon are daily 

reminders of the awe and wonder, beauty and power of the universe. Studying the relationships between 

the Sun, Earth and Moon helps us understand how we experience day and night on Earth. It also helps us 

understand directions in terms of North, South, East and West, how time is based on the apparent 

movement of the Sun across the sky and how time can be determined using a sundial. 

Topic: aƻǾƛƴƎ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ά!ǿŜǎƻƳŜ !ƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴέ 

Main Idea: This unit looks at techniques used to create different pictures. How still pictures are made to 

move.  Animation using film, video and computer technologies. 

Topic: A look inside: The human body 

Main Idea: This unit looks at the main systems of the human body ς Nervous, digestive, respiratory, 

circulatory systems and the skeletal system. 

Topic: Picture It!  

Main Idea: Information frame pictures. Using pictures, sounds and language to tell a story. 

Human Society and Its Environment is the Key Learning Area in which students 
develop knowledge, understandings, and skills, about people and their social 
and physical environments. The outcomes and content in the Human Society 
and Its Environment Kς6 Syllabus are organised in four strands: 

Ή Change and Continuity 

Ή Cultures 

Ή Environments 

Ή Social Systems and Structures. 
 
Human Society and Its Environment provides a knowledge base for students to gain understandings 
about change and continuity, cultures, environments, and social systems and structures. Students 
will have opportunities to learn about people and the environments with which they interact. This 
knowledge base provides the foundation for studies of Australian and world history and geography, 
for social, cultural and legal studies, for environmental and economic studies, and for citizenship 
education. 
 
At Avondale Grammar school the following units of work are currently studied; 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic: Explorers 

Main Idea: Significant Events & People 

Outcomes: CCS2.1 
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Topic: Change & Continuity 

Main Idea: Our shared history and its people 

Outcomes: ENS2.6, CCS2.1, CCS2.2 

Topic: 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ {ǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Lƴ Lǘ 

Main Idea: Patterns of Place & Location, Relationships with People 

Outcomes: ENS2.5, ENS2.6 

Topic: Who Will Buy? 

Main Idea: Consumer Literacy, Resource Systems 

Outcomes: SSS2.7 

 
 

Topic: tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ά.ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘέ 

Main Idea: This unit provides opportunities for students to explore major religions and belief codes. The 

unit focuses on how these religions and belief codes influence individuals and groups with a clear focus on 

Asia.  

Topic: British Colonisŀǘƛƻƴ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ Town ǘƻ {ȅŘƴŜȅ /ƻǾŜέ 

Main Idea: ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴƛǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

inhabitants, explorers before the British and the British arrival and occupation of Australia. The unit 

focuses on the evaluation of viewpoints about the consequences of British colonisation for people, groups 

and the environment, and on formulating informed opinions.  

Topic: State and National Parks 

Main Idea: This unit provides opportunities for students to explore issues, values and attitudes associated 

with the establishment of State and national parks. The unit focuses on case studies of State and National 

parks in NSW and Australia. Links will be made to National Parks in and around Asia. 

Topic: [ƛǾƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ά¦ǇǘƻǿƴΣ ŘƻǿƴǘƻǿƴΣ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴέ 

Main Idea: This unit provides opportunities for students to explore the diversity of different communities 

within Australia, Singapore and Thailand. It examines the characteristics of a community that contribute to 

its identity as well as the diversity of communities that contribute to an Australian and Asian identity. 

 
 
 
 
This section provides information about teaching and learning in Visual Arts, 
Music, Drama and Dance. Students engage in learning experiences in visual arts, 
music, drama and dance as part of their natural growth and development. 
However, learning in each of the artforms does not occur automatically. Regular 
learning experiences that are thoughtfully planned, sequenced and related are 
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essential for developing ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘŦƻǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
also contribute to the development of the whole child. It is important to note that the Dance 
component of this subject is covered during Physical Education lessons. 
 
Music ς  
Students at Avondale Grammar School are involved with music from Preschool to Year 6, whether it 
is in the classroom (twice weekly lessons), in one or more performing groups, in musical productions 
or in a combination of these activities. The lessons are conducted by a specialist music teacher.  
 
In Music, students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding: 
ω Lƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎǘȅƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜs by singing, playing 
and moving using musical concepts 
ω Lƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ 
ω Lƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ 
 
GENERAL MUSIC CLASSES 
In the School each class has music periods where students engage in a range of activities aimed at 
enhancing their musical appreciation and music literacy. For Infants lessons are 30 minutes each and 
for Primary students lessons are 45mins each. They are conducted in our specialist music room. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL TUITION 
Instrumental tuition at the {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛǇŀǘŜǘƛŎΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Ƴŀƴȅ 
students are undertaking tuition in the recorder, violin and piano. 
 
Drama ς  
Drama lessons are conducted within the general classroom and are programmed by the classroom 
teacher. Drama may often be integrated into other subject areas such as English and HSIE, where 
students re-enact stories or perform to poetry. Students are given opportunities to show case their 
talents during whole school assemblies and concerts. 
 
In making drama, students learn how to investigate their world through devising plays, role-plays 
and imagined situations. In performance, they develop their skills and appreciation of dramatists, 
actors, playwrights, devisers, directors and designers. Learning in Drama is most effective when 
learning experiences in making, performing and appreciating are integrated in a planned and 
sequential process of teaching and learning. 
 
In Drama, students will develop knowledge, skills and understanding: 
ω Lƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ   

elements of drama 
ω Lƴ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŘǊŀƳŀ ōȅ ŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘǊŀƳŀ ŦƻǊƳǎ 
ω Lƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘhers. 
 
 
Visual Arts ς  
In Visual Arts, students develop knowledge and understanding, skills, values and attitudes in Making 
and Appreciating by engaging with the concepts of artists, artworks, the audience and the world. In 
making they learn how they can investigate the world through selected subject matter (eg people, 
objects, places and spaces) and work with the forms (eg painting, drawing, digital works) in 
expressive ways. These investigations of subject matter and the forms are further developed in their 
appreciation of artists, designers, craftspeople, architects and their works. 
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Visual Arts is conducted by a specialist art teacher. Lessons are once a week for 45mins and take 
place in the school art room. Lessons are often linked to themes within the classroom, or events that 
may be occurring with the wider school community and in and around the world. 
 

 
Personal Development, Health and Physical Education is one of the six Key 
Learning Areas in the primary curriculum. It also provides us with a 
curriculum framework for teaching and learning related to the health 
priorities for young people of drug education, fitness and physical activity, 
child protection and nutrition. In our rapidly changing society there is 
increasing community awareness of the importance of healthy lifestyles. The 
resultant good health is characterised by improved quality of life, less 
sickness and disability, happier personal, family and social experiences and 

the opportunity to make choices in work and recreation. 
 
Individuals lead a healthy lifestyle when they live in a way that allows them the greatest chance of 
achieving and maintaining mental, physical, social and spiritual wellbeing. When individuals are well 
informed on health issues and have a sense of control about the decisions they make, they are more 
likely to experience positive relationships, improved quality of life and less illness. PDHPE programs 
Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ 
that lead to better health. 
 
At Avondale Grammar School the Physical Education (sport) component of this subject is divided into 
different skills for each of the different grades within the school. Children from Preschool to Year 6 
participate in PE twice a week with a specialist teacher. 
 
At the beginning of each term you will receive an outline of specific activities related to each theme. 
Although grades may have the same theme activities will differ to cater for physical and 
developmental differences. 
 
Personal Development ς  
 

!ǾƻƴŘŀƭŜ DǊŀƳƳŀǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘǎ ƛƴ άǾŀƭǳŜǎέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ 
Keepers Program. The program aims to instil in our children key values that are admired in the 
community and are important for children to take with them into adulthood. The 7 values we 
treasure are: 

Á Respect 
Á Care 
Á Inclusion 
Á Responsibility 
Á Perseverance 
Á Differences 
Á Excellence 

Values education is integrated across all curriculum areas. We discuss and reflect on values through 
role-play, drawing, research, stories and songs.  

The Years 5 and 6 students lead the Treasure Keepers program (guided by the Deputy Head). In 
pairs, they work with one class to share knowledge and instigate activities on each value. These 
activities help to create a deeper understand of the particular value being discussed. 
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Health ς 

Each grade has 4 health units to cover throughout the year. Below is an overview of subject matter 
covered during Health lessons. Each week the Health lesson is covered by the classroom teacher. It is 
often integrated into other subject areas such as PE, Science and HSIE. At the beginning of each term 
you will receive a more detailed outline if activities for each unit. 

 
 
 
 

¶ Uses the features of a video camera such as zoom to create a short film 

¶ Equates URL with web address 

¶ Uses a webcam to convert an image into a picture file 

¶ Understands the general features of an email 
 
 

Individual Education Plans 

 

The Individual Education Plan (IEP) process brings parents, professionals and the student 

(where appropriate) together as a team to consider the student's current level of 

performance and to determine needs and learning prioriti es for the year. An IEP is not a plan 

of total instruction for students but outlines agreed strategies to address the educational 

needs of the child.  

IEPôs are kept within the teachers program and are referred to regularly when planning 

activities for the class. IEPôs are updated throughout the year. Parents have an opportunity to 

talk about their childôs IEP during parent/ Teacher interviews. IEPôs are filed in the students 

school file at the conclusion of the school academic year.  

ECAôs/ Enrichment Activities  

The After School Enrichment program offers a wide variety of recreation classes for children in 
grades K-6. Studies have shown that after school enrichment activities are important tools for 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŜƭŦ-esteem, learning new abilities, and encouraging lifelong learning.  

ECAs are run by external providers and are paid for by parents. Some of the exciting ECAs offered 

include: 

Á Fencing by The Academy of Fencing 

Á Swimming 

Á Karate by Jishin Kenpo  

Á Tennis by TFL Training 

Á Robotics  

Á Drama by Take a Bow 
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Enrichment Activities are run by staff, parents and specialist teachers and are fully funded by the 

School. Avondale children can enjoy Enrichment Activities such as: 

Á Cricket  

Á Biathlon 

Á Fine Art 

Á Cheerleading 

Á Video Editing 

Á Bollywood Dancing  

ECAs and Enrichment Activities run from 3.15pm - 4.00pm, Monday to Thursday. Children are fully 

supervised in the transition period between leaving the classroom at the end of the day to going to 

the canteen area to meet with the Deputy Head, who will mark the After School Activities roll. 

Children then move to the designated area for their chosen ECA/Enrichment activity. Parents are to 

collect their children at 4.00pm or make alternative arrangements for the school bus to collect their 

children after the ECA/Enrichment activity. 

 

Useful Links 

The Board of studies website, this outlines the curriculum in more detail 

http://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/parents 

Cybersmart provides activities, resources and practical advice to help children, teenagers and 

parents safely enjoy the online world                                                           

http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/ 

 

ACARA ς Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority  

http://acara.edu.au (new national curriculum) 

http://k6.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/go/parents
http://www.cybersmart.gov.au/

