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PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING

Friday 14th May 2010
MINUTES

	Attendees
	

	Chairpersons:
	Sam Barber & Adrian Porter

	Secretary:
	Lucinda Bertram

	Treasurer:
	Jenelle Dutch

	School Representative:
	Andrew Coote

	
	

	Parents:
	Danielle Galbraith
	Anita Travia
	Amanda O’Donaghue

	
	Kirsten Morgan
	Heloise Halsey
	Megan Andrew

	
	Claudi Pinkstone
	Lynda D’Souza
	Kelly Devin

	
	Jackie Fittler
	Lynn Hare
	Geraldine Creaner

	
	Louise Ball
	Tracy Maclean
	Angela Guy 

	
	Joanna Stuart
	
	

	Apologies:
	

	Opening at  9.00am by the Chairperson, Sam Barber.

	Agenda
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12.0

13.0
	Welcome 
Update from Andrew
Financial Update
School Disco
Father’s Day
I-India – Avondale Charity
Trivia Night
School Tea Towels/Dishcloths
Movie Night
Coffee Morning
Singing workshop – other ideas?
School Garden
AOB

	
	


	1.0 Welcome

	1.1
	Sam welcomed all parents and thanked them for their support.

	
	


	2.0 Update From Andrew

	2.1
	Andrew informed parents that there would be some changes to reports which will be communicated soon. 


	2.2
	There have been changes to the cleaning procedures to hopefully improve the standards. Staff now have to sign off each to ensure it’s of a good standard.


	2.3
	There will be 173 kids enrolled for Term 3.The numbers leaving (23 students) are consistent with previous terms and the majority are leaving due to leaving the country. The younger years levels have the highest number of enrolments. Once a school council is formed one of their main tasks will be to determine the practical number for maximum enrolments. Pre-school already has a waiting list. 


	2.3
	Improvements that are being made soon are the re-turfing of the grass and pruning back of trees. Shadecloths will be installed in the school holidays over the playground courtyard and the pre-school area. Other areas quotes and permission still need to be finalised. The basketball court is being resurfaced and painted grey to help with the heat problem. The additional playgrounds and pool are still with the planning authorities and await sign-off.


	2.4
	The returning of deposits only relates to parents who enrolled after 21 December. Andrew reassured the parents that Avondale had no money problems and the relevant money would be returned by the June 30. Without deposits, Andrew did indicate that a fee restructure is likely and maybe a six month in advance system.


	2.5
	There is a new chef assisting Mary two days a week in the canteen and Andrew hopes that this may solve many of the problems that parents have raised about the canteen.


	2.6
	Geraldine raised the issue of the air-conditioners in classrooms being a little over zealous and that that there were simple methods to combat the icy blast by simply adding a piece of cardboard or cloth directly underneath the air-con to disperse the draft. There was general consensus among other parents present that their children were now asking for jackets to wear in the classroom. Andrew says he’s been looking into this and wants all air-conditioners to be on at a high temperature which is better for the environment and everyone’s health. 

	ACTION
	Kelly to send Andrew graphics of the playground.

	ACTION
	Andrew to confirm with the school community about changes to air-con procedures.


	3.0 Financial Update

	3.1
	Jenelle reported that at the end of April the PA had $7256.18 in the account. Mother’s Day breakfast costs us $42.00 and the garden cost us $257.00. The Black and White Tour was attended by 19 people and raised $370.00. The school will soon transfer the money that is assigned in the school fees as a PA Levy. Some of this money will be used to reimburse the school for the sports and music equipment and books which the PA agreed to spend funds on last year.
We also have to complete our first income tax return. The school’s accounting firm Odds & Evens has agreed to do it free of charge.

	
	


	4.0 School Disco – Friday 4th of June

	4.1
	 Lynda, Claudi, Heloise and Lisa are working on the disco. Arrangements so far include sourcing a popcorn-maker, a disco ball, glow sticks and decorations. Lisa has done the publicity flier which will be sent out soon.  Teachers have been asked to submit their students’ favourite songs and Claudi is now sorting through the selection to ensure there is a good mix for all year levels. The theme will be based around – Dress to impress – come as your favourite star. As the disco begins at 6pm it is presumed kids have been fed first. Tickets will be $5 and include a glow stick, popcorn, a drink and a balloon.

	
	


	5.0 Father’s Day

	5.1
	Adrian volunteered to run the BBQ on the day but requires help for the organisation beforehand because he’ll be out of the country. Kelly and Lynda offered to help organize this. 

	ACTION
	Sam to contact Kelly and Lynda with the requirements of breakfast.

	
	

	
	


	6.0 I-India – Avondale Charity

	6.1
	Sam explained that I-india was a decision made by the School Director, Jane, and not by the community. However she believes this is a charity that is worthwhile and very relevant, as Avondale would be focused on raising funds for the ‘school on wheels’ project providing education and a meal to children in poverty in India. Jane has made a commitment to try and raise funds from the Avondale and White Lodge Communities. Andrew and Jane are going to visit this charity and see them in action this year. Sam hassuggested that they offer this opportunity to parents and students who might like to accompany them if this is viable. Sam asks parents to consider ways in which we can help raise money for this cause. Ideas could be to include an item at the Trivia where proceeds go directly to i-india or a coffee morning.  


	ATTACHED
	i-india correspondence and information

	
	


	7.0 Trivia Night

	7.1
	Adrian has booked the British Club and Sam and he will review the menu options soon. Transport from this area is a hassle but parents will be advised to book taxis well in advance.

	ACTION
	Sam to Email Class Reps to put out the call for volunteers for the upcoming events. New parents especially encouraged to join in.

	ACTION
	Adrian to put together a list of tasks that will need to be done so that people can volunteer for specific jobs and to know what’s involved.

	
	


	8.0 School Tea Towels / Dishcloths

	8.1
	To be discussed at the next meeting.

	
	


	9.0 Movie Night

	9.1
	To be discussed at the next meeting. 

	
	

	
	


	10.0 Coffee Morning

	10.1
	We plan to have a representative from i-india to talk about the charity. Class reps to encourage parents to attend to hear the brief presentation by the speaker.

	
	

	
	


	11.0 Singing Workshop - other ideas?

	11.1
	A few people are interested in the Singing Workshop which should be loads of fun with a professional trainer. If you are interested or have any other ideas that would be good for the community, please see Sam.


	12.0 School Garden

	12.1
	Anita reported that the money spent on the garden went on plants and fertiliser. The SRC, with the help of Andrew Coote and Lisa Wydenbach, had planted the flowering bed near the ball sports area and the herb and vegie garden near the playground was due to be done on Friday. Michelle Butler is the new rep on the garden committee.


	

	13.0 Other Business

	13.1
	Dad’s Weekend - Megan Andrew has volunteered to be on the committee and welcomes others to join her. She suggests a few mothers to join her so the Dad’s can focus on spending time with their children. 

	13.2
	A coffee machine has been proposed to the school for the parents’ area and will be funded through an honesty system.

	13.3
	Camp Magic provides professional storytellers for events. The PA has agreed to help cover the cost of Katherine Macleod, who runs Camp Magic, to do a special assembly and also attend preschool afterwards for a session. The school will cover half the fee of $350 and the PA will cover the other half. Katherine may also be running a drumming workshop in Term 4 as an ECA.

	
	


The meeting was closed at 10am
NEXT MEETING – Tuesday  3rd August
Attachment 1: I – india correspondence and details

From: anitasteve65@gmail.com [mailto:anitasteve65@gmail.com] On Behalf Of Anita Williams
Sent: Thursday, 13 May, 2010 2:01 PM
To: samleebarber@googlemail.com
Cc: Jayne Nadarajoo; goswami10@hotmail.com
Subject: i-india

Dear Sam,

It was great to talk with you too and thank you so much for your call.  I appreciate your position and know the importance of really involving the parents and student first to incite interest and then hopefully passion for this cause.  I would be very happy to give a presentation at assembly when it fits best

into your timetable (prehaps early June as suggested?)  i-india began in Singapore after my first visit to the charity in June 2007.  Seeing the projects in action helping directly hundreds of children in need was the most incredible experience of my life.  I knew that in our privileged life here in Singapore a lot of support to help more children could be possible.  I started small with Ladli products at fairs telling anyone who would listen about i-india.  Slowly i-india is growing with a lot of dedication by a number of very committed volunteers.

We are now a registered society here in Singapore known as Street Child Project.  Our support is for i-india completely.  Please have a look at the attached Annual Report for more information on i-india.

We are hopeful that Avondale school could help fund one of the School on Wheels projects.  The bus is a mobile school travelling to relocated slum communities providing education for 3 hours each day 6 days a week.  A hot nutritious meal is provided after lessons.  For many children this is all the education they may ever recieve.  The students eagerly participate in the lessons - almost like a hunger.  Seeing the teacher taking classes with over 100 children of varying ages and having a captive audience is simply  incredible to witness.  The SOW is a vital project and as you will read below needs funding urgently.  Avondale School could have

their name on the side of the bus and feel proud to know they are also providing education to children in India as well. 

Please read below the letter sent out recently from the founders of i-india (cc in this mail) 

warmest regards

Anita Williams

9633 2124 

Dear Friends,
 
Greetings from I-India, Jaipur,
 
We have been running "School on Wheels" program in Jaipur for last 9 years. It was covering three centers:
 
1.          Jawahar Nagar
2.          Prem Nagar
3.          Bagrana
We have been helping 200-250 children every cay by providing them:
 
a.          Education
b.          Health care
c.           Nutrition (One time meal)
 
The project was funded by Embassy of Finland for 4 years, by Mr. Shaun Church of USA/UK for one year, by Danish volunteers for one year, and by a Dutch organization for last three years.
 
We have not heard for last 6 months from present Dutch funders. They have not paid funding for last 6 months. We are not sure, they will provide it or not? In case, they will pay, it is fine; otherwise, we have to cover this cost from our general donation. It will certainly cut our other needs, but, there is no choice.
 
From April, 2010 there is no commitment by any agency to fund this important project.
 
If, we stop this project, it will be injustice to this needy community. Hence, we need your advice, guidance and support to continue this important program. You all witnessed need of Bagrana community, poverty, hunger and deprivation.
 
Issue opens for discussion.
 
Thanking you and regards,
 
Abha & Prabhakar Goswami
Founders
I-INDIA   
(N.G.O. giving street children a future)
23, Mahatma Gandhi Nagar, D.C.M., Ajmer Road,
Jaipur-302021
Phone No. 91-141-2352576 / 2353317
Fax No. 91-141-2352576
Mobile No. 00 91-94140-48817/ 00 91-98290-11124 
E-mail: goswami10@hotmail.com 
 
 
I-INDIA,JAIPUR.
 Estimated Budget for  A School on Wheels (As discussed with Anita)
	S.No
	Particular
	Amount (INR)

	1.     
	Teacher's Salary2x @6000.00 P.M.
	144000.00

	2.     
	TLM/ Stationary   @ 4000.00 P.M.
	48000.00

	3.     
	Medicine              @1500.00 P.M.                              
	18000.00

	4.     
	Fuel                     @ 8000.00 P.M.
	96000.00

	5.     
	Driver Salary       @ 5000.00 P.M.
	60000.00

	6.     
	Nutrition- 200 Children
@3.00 Rs. Per Day x 300 days
	180000.00

	7.     
	Maintenance of Bus
	30000.00

	8.     
	Accountant Remuneration @1000 P.M
	12000.00

	9.     
	Audit Fees
	3000.00

	10.  
	Mice.Exp. @1500.00 P.M.                                      
	18000.00

	 
	Total (INR) (Per Year)
	609000.00

	 
	Total (SGD) (Per Year)
	19061


 
· i-india is a registered NGO. "I-India is a registered under the Societies Act of Rajasthan as an association working for the welfare of the poor people of the state. It is registered under the Foreign Contributions Registration Act (FCRA) of 1976 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs permitting it to receive foreign donations. Domestic donations are exempted for Income Tax purposes under 80G of the Income Tax Act."  There are more details and annual reports here: http://www.i-indiaonline.com/abt_ii_finance.htm
· Street Child Project is registered as a Society in Singapore: number T09SS0164 Under the Ministry of Home Affairs, with the Registry of Societies.
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








[image: image2.wmf] 

_1170177430.doc
[image: image1.png]






