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PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING

Thursday 18th March 2010
MINUTES

	Attendees
	

	Chairpersons:
	Sam Barber & Adrian Porter

	Secretary:
	Lucinda Bertram

	Treasurer:
	Jenelle Dutch

	School Representative:
	Abi Pocock & Andrew Coote

	
	

	Parents:
	Lisa Dean
Michelle Butler
Danielle Galbraith

Gerda de Jong

Jackie Fittler

Claire Goldup
	Lisa Wydenbach
Yvonne Brady

Anita Travia

Cheryl Payne

Amanda O’Donaghue
Rina Grice
	Louise Ball
Melinda Smith

Claudi Pinkstone

Katie Johnstone

Tracy Maclean



	Apologies:
	

	Opening at  9.15am by the Chairperson, Sam Barber.

	Agenda

	1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

6.0

7.0

8.0

9.0

10.0

11.0

12.0
	Welcome 
Update from Andrew
Financial Update
PA Funds for 2010
Parent Library / Book Exchange
Parent Liaison Update
School Garden
Tours
Movie Night
Trivia Night
School Disco
Other Matters

	
	


	1.0 Welcome

	1.1
	Sam welcomed all parents and thanked them for their support.

	
	


	2.0 Update From Andrew

	2.1
	Andrew thanked the parents for their attendance. He outlined the following improvements to the facilities including:

· hopscotch and handball squares
· noticeboards for the parents in the undercover area of the lobby 
· benches at the front of the school and more on either way that students can make use of at lunchtime and the new side gate which is proving popular. 
Others areas that are currently being organized and will be set to be completed soon are:

· water bubblers at the front of the school

· sound proofing panels in the hall and the installation of microphones from the roof 

· top dressing the lawn to smooth out bumps.

· the shade cloths over the playground, the green turf at the front of the school, the pre-school areas and the basketball courts. Some areas such as the basketball court may take a little longer to be completed due to the more difficult engineering required.

	2.2
	An evacuation drill procedure has been finalized and will be practiced in either the last week of the term or the very early next term.

	2.3
	Avondale has arranged an on-going deal with Dempsey Cricket Club for use of their playing fields for PE Lessons. Timetables will be negotiated so that classes from Year 1-Year 6 will enjoy some PE lessons in the new space. The fields are a three minute bus ride from the school. Mr Coote is also talking to Delta about use of their running track for athletics lessons and training during the season.

	2.3
	Avondale is currently undergoing the process of getting re-accredited under the new laws binding private schools. Mr Coote does not anticipate any issues however the process is time-consuming and arduous, involving detailed analysis and careful interpretation of questions and responses.

	2.4
	Mr Coote explained that new laws regarding Private Education are coming into force which will require all fee deposits to be returned to parents and for schools to obtain fee insurance. He predicts this will change the landscape of how Private Schools collect their fees. In the meantime it puts many schools in a problematic situation as they address the current issue of returning school deposits. Mr Coote will write to parents explaining the new situation.


	3.0 Financial Update

	3.1
	Jenelle reported that there is currently $8120 in the account. A fridge has been bought for the Year 2 classroom which was $878.90.

	
	


	4.0 PA Funds for 2010

	4.1
	 Sam reported that Mr Coote would like the PA Funds to be directed and boosting the library resources. It was agreed that this was a good use of funds and Sam and Adrian will look into how much the PA can contribute and bring the number to the next meeting for approval. 

	
	


	5.0 Parent Library / Book Exchange

	5.1
	Sam reported that Mr Coote had agreed to have either shelves in the library or in the parents room dedicated to a book exchange. The system will probably work as “Take one, leave one” with a small donation into the PA box. From next week Sam will have a box in the Parents’ Room to collect the first lot of donated books. Please bring in used books to help begin the collection.

	
	


	6.0 Parent Liaison Update

	6.1
	Term 1 enrolment numbers are 153 and at the beginning of Term 2 they will be 152. We have lost 12 students and gained 11. The aim is to have 175-200 by the start of next year. Parents raised concerns over where these students would physically fit. Any feedback about enrolments numbers, class sizes and student-to-teacher ratios should be communicated directly to the school. Mr Coote welcomes all parent feedback. 

	
	


	7.0 School Garden

	7.1
	Anita reported that the Garden Committee met with the SRC and Mr Coote. It has been decided that one garden bed will be edible plants and the other will be flowers. The classes, with the help of the SRC, will be on a roster to maintain the garden. The garden maintenance will continue to be integrated into relevant lessons when suitable. Anita requested that the original estimate of $200 to plant out the beds will need to be increased to $500 to buy good soil. All present at the meeting were in agreement to support this venture.

	
	

	
	


	8.0 Tours

	8.1
	Anita reported that the Historic tour made a small profit and was enjoyed by many parents. The next tour is of Black & White Houses on Thursday 13 May and will cost $50.

	
	


	9.0 Movie Night

	9.1
	Sam has looked into the legal requirements of hosting a film night and will now select a movie that will hopefully appeal to the majority of children. Depending on demand there may be another film night later in the year to cater for children who were not interested in the selected movie the first time around. 

	
	

	
	


	10.0 Trivia Night

	10.1
	Adrian reported that the Trivia Night has been moved to Saturday 14 August and will be at the British Club. Please see Adrian if you can help with the organization of this event.

	
	

	
	


	11.0 School Disco

	11.1
	The disco will on 3 June. This disco will have more of an atmosphere than the current lunchtime disco to create more excitement including decorations, food, activities and items from dance groups. Please see Sam if you can help with the organization of this event. 

	
	

	
	


The meeting was closed at 10.30am.

NEXT MEETING – Tuesday 20 April 2010.
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