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PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING

Friday 29 October 2010
MINUTES

	Attendees
	

	Chairpersons:
	Adrian Porter

	Secretary:
	Lucinda Bertram

	Treasurer:
	Jenelle Dutch

	School Representative:
	Andrew Coote

	
	

	Parents:
	Claudi Pinkstone  
	Lisa Wydenbach
	Trish Cooper

	Joanna Stuart
	 Lorraine Ree 
	Geraldine Creaner
	Penelope Murphy

	Jackie Fittler
	Megan Andrew
	Louise Ball
	Christine Chadwick

	
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	
	

	Apologies:
	Sam Barber (Co-President)

	Opening at  8.50 am by the Chairperson, Adrian Porter   

	1.0 Welcome

	1.1
	  Adrian welcomed all parents and thanked them for their support.

	
	


	2.0 I-India Activity

	2.1
	Chrissy reported that the venue offer from Far East Corporation turned out to be more like a sales –pitch for an apartment and was not appropriate for the curry night. With limited time to organize another venue it was agreed unanimously that with a busy Term 4 ahead it was better to leave until next year in Term 1.


	3.0 Financial Update

	3.1
	Jenelle reported there is $24,000 in the bank. We have paid $3800 for the Mimio Boards. The computers will cost $6,500.00. There’s also over $2,000 in the account for Dad’s camp that has yet to be spent.

	
	


	4.0 Tea Towel fundraiser

	4.1
	Claudi and Louise are working on the new tea towels. There are two designs – one for the older kids and one for the younger kids. At the moment they already have around 180 orders and are hoping for 200. It looks like there will be a profit this year.


	
	


	5.0 2011 Committee

	9.1
	Trish Cooper (Hurrah!) volunteered for Treasurer. Lorraine Ree agreed  to be Secretary. (Go Kindy Mums) and sadly still no President. Please consider this role - perhaps with a friend? Do you know someone who would make a great President? Suggestions are welcome…

	
	


	6.0 Update From AGS

	6.1
	Andrew Coote introduced Angela who is taking over as Enrolments Manager. She brings with her lots of experience and contacts that are useful to Avondale.

	6.2 
	There are a few new positions at Avondale. Sophie Hunters leaves to take care of her family. A new Marketing Manager is needed. Two new teachers will also be required as Ms Romero leaves to teach Spanish and Mrs Walker to spend more time with her family. Megan raised the notion of fee relief for staff with children at the school which may help attract teachers and also retain them. Andrew Coote said it was something he was interested in pursuing as most schools did offer this but being a new school there was the financial consideration to take into account. If parents think this a good idea they are encouraged to write to Andrew about it and he will pass the feedback onto the Council.

	6.3
	The School is still in the process of registration. The cost of bureaucracy to International Schools is rising. Lobbying the relevant groups has appeared to change the situation very little. There will be some info session soon for class reps on the new paperwork around enrolments which will also hopefully point out problems areas.

	6.4 
	On funding matters, Andrew said the new computers would be bought before the end of the year. He would also follow up whether the full allowance granted by the PA had been spent on the music instruments. Adjustable tables have been purchased for the new classrooms and the playing field is a priority and contractors will be out soon to cost the work. Awnings will hopefully go back up when paperwork is approved.

	6.5
	The calendar is almost finalized and is hopefully spreading more things evenly throughout the year.

	6.6
	Andrew thanked parents for their passion in volunteering for the school but also in wanting improvements. He appreciates it much more than having a passive, disinterested parent body.

	
	


	7.0 Christmas Party


	Adrian suggested the Polo Club again and everyone agreed. Adrian would talk to Chrissy about forming a committee. Katie Prudhoe (Johnson) is a member and will be happy to book if available.

 

	8.0 Any other business

Many parents expressed concerns about the Sports Program and it was unanimously agreed that a simple and organized approach would eliminate many issues. Penelope Murphy mentioned that her son was given a notice to play in a soccer tournament on Thursday when the tournament was only on Saturday. She declined the offer as she felt that it was almost mean to send her son with a team with no practices together.  Adrian Porter confirmed that the Avondale Soccer Team that picked up a medal the previous year had benefited from consistent training. Gemma Ball (Year 2) and Eleanor Stuart (Year 2) would have liked to audition for the Soccer team and was not given a chance to be selected. It was agreed the selection process for sporting teams needs to be transparent. Jackie Fittler suggested that correlation between sports program and tournament would benefit everyone. A dance segment before school disco, swimming lessons before the swim competition and similar for cross country and athletics!  Adrian to talk to Andrew to make sure the organization of sporting programs and training in relation to school sporting event is better aligned for 2011.
There is another parent Focus Group coming up in December. Many people may have started their holidays already so Adrian will ask for it to be moved, although unlikely that it can be. Please make yourself available and come along and share your ideas.
Adrian thanked everyone for coming along but had to close meeting at 9.45am as he had a plane to catch.




NEXT MEETING – Thursday 2 December
Signed: Adrian Porter
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