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PARENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 9 February 2011
MINUTES

	Attendees
	

	Chairpersons:
	Adrian Porter & Sam Barber

	Secretary:
	Lucinda Bertram

	Treasurer:
	 

	School Representative:
	 Andrew Coote, Amanda Dundas

	
	

	Parents:
	Claudi Pinkstone
	Kelley Colyer
	Louise Ball

	Tristan Edwards
	Ger Creaner
	Joanna Stuart
	Kristen Morgan

	Lisa Wydenbach
	Lorraine Ree
	Megan Andrew
	Patricia Cooper

	Jackie Fittler
	Giuseppina Garbellini
	Penelope Murphy
	 Joe Brady

	Peter Gibson
	Simon Ree
	Michele Khan
	Katie Johnson

	Colin Pakshong
	Lynette Wong Pakshong
	Marketa Kytova
	Eric Holubec

	Claire Goldup
	Danielle Galbraith
	Joanna Thompson
	Heloise Halsey

	Nicole Mervin
	Kim Collins
	Melanie Bell
	Natalie Gee-Mildenberg

	Wolfgang Mildenberg
	Michele Weatherill
	Lucas Weatherill
	Mandi Arramides

	Dany Arramides
	Angela Guy
	Geraldine Smith
	Samantha Sadural

	Matt Horne
	Sandy Horne
	Jade Johnstone
	Emma Scarf

	Sophia Maiden
	Joanna Jones
	Nicole Reidy
	Patricia Ashman

	Pam Ismail 
	
	
	

	
	 
	
	

	Apologies:
	Yvonne Brady, Peta Heinson, Kirsty McClelland, Penelope Frewen, Marena Matthews, Gaye & Rick Thomas, Lilian Ithaka, Keri & Jeff Dawkins, Simone Green, Felicity Pope, Joe Garbellini


	Opening at  7.05pm by the Chairperson, Sam Barber 

	1.0 Welcome

	1.1
	  Sam welcomed all parents and thanked them for their support.

	
	


	2.0 President’s Report

	2.1
	Sam Barber reported on the activities from 2010. The year had many successful events. Report included as an attachment.


	3.0 Treasurer’s Report

	3.1
	Trish Cooper tabled the finance report. There are still some funds in the account that have been allocated to Mimio Board, choir stands, computers and pre-school that still need to be taken out of the account.  There are some funds still owing from the school for new families that have joined. Report included as an attachment.


	
	


	4.0 Principal’s Report

	4.1
	 Andrew Coote thanked all the parents for attending and showing their support for the students and the school. He stated collaboration and cooperation were essential in ensuring a great school community and the best outcomes for the students. He is keen to see transparency between the parent body and the school in all forms of communication as it is invaluable when working with each individual child. Goals for 2011 are: 
· Ensure level of academic performance in the classroom is a priority

· Have Individual Learning Plans for each child and make sure that it is a useable, workable document that drives achievement.

· An expanding and exciting music program which already includes 42 students in the instrumental program and plans for a small band and opportunities for the choir

Other updates on facilities and programs include:

· Shade Cloth coming in March

· Extra play space to become a reality which is in the area below the Spruce Taqueria. Approximately 800 sqm of grass turf. The Landlords are reluctant to move on this while lease negotiations are being finalized however as soon as that is done plans to get it happening will be a priority.

· Bicycle and scooter racks to come soon

· Plans to include a Year 7 and 8 are on the agenda but beyond that, at this stage, is less likely as the cost of running a secondary school increases dramatically if you hope to offer a wide range of subjects.
· The school is still not registered because of Avondale’s unique status of being an international school on a shared site. The Government Department has assured Andrew that Avondale has completed all the necessary paperwork and made any adjustments as required however they are struggling to classify Avondale.

· Andrew would like to see the newsletter in an easier to read layout and a parent has submitted a suggestion.

· Shower facilities would be a nice to have but at the moment Andrew does not know where they would go. If anyone has ideas they are more than welcome to suggest them. 

· Our Sports program, under the leadership of Amanda Dundas, will have increased opportunities to play against other school and participate in competitions. 

· The Library is an area that Andrew wants to see grow and is keen for more funds to be spent on additional resources.

· iPads will probably form a part of lessons in the future however Andrew believes research shows that technology cannot replace good old fashioned pencils, paper and books as a decline in literacy is likely to occur. Andrew believes a balance between the two is crucial.



	
	


	5.0 Sports Report

	
	

	5.1
	Amanda Dundas reported that her aim is to have the sports open for all who are keen to try out for. She also needs parents support wherever possible. Her aim is to have lots more parents involved in the running of events such as the Athletics Carnivals and have teachers available for marshalling etc. Jackie Fittler and Adrian Porter will assist Amanda in getting parent helpers and co-ordinating their involvement. Amanda put a call out for any parents interested in coaching or umpiring to please contact her, in particular she is looking for a netball umpire. In terms of PE lessons, Amanda has designed programs to cover fundamental skills required and go over basics.


	
	

	6.0 New Committee for 2011

	6.1
	The following people were elected to positions on the committee unopposed and with unanimous support.
President: Giuseppina Garbellini to replace Sam Barber and Adrian Porter

Proposed by Katie Prudhoe, seconded by Geraldine Creaner

Secretary: Lorraine Ree to replace Lucinda Bertram

Proposed by Joanna Stuart, Seconded by Lisa Wydenbach

Treasurer: Patricia Cooper to replace Jenelle Dutch

Proposed by Lisa Wydenbach, seconded by Megan Andrew



	
	

	7.0 New President’s Message
7.1 Josephine Garbellini tabled a report on proposed events for the years, which is included as an attachment. Most of the events from last year are to remain however there will be a few additional ones such as Teachers Day and also a Dad’s group to be coordinated by Adrian Porter.  Dad’s Camp will likely double in size due to demand.

7.2 Fundraising. The PA is always keen to hear about simple fundraising ideas that do require huge amounts of people time. Ideas such as “Stuck on you” fundraising or offering groups of parents to be available for market research groups are two suggestions that the PA is looking into.
7.3 The PA priorities for the year were to look at improving the menu in the canteen and a small working group including Geraldine Creaner, Kristen Morgan  and Sam Barber were already addressing this. Another clear issue is safety and importantly road safety at pick up and drop off. Anna Meadows has agreed to manage this area.  Another area was to look at the delivery of ECA’s.
7.4 Josephine emphasised that volunteering and participating is an important part of what makes the PA successful and is a great way to meet people. There are many ways to get involved by attending, joining a committee or helping run one of the events.  

7.5 Josephine said the PA was about delivering what you as parents want and asked people to feel free to offer any ideas and solutions.

8.0 Thank You
8.1 Alex McArdle, on behalf of the parents, thanked the outgoing committee for their hard work
Meeting was closed at 8pm


 Signed by  
Adrian Porter (Co-president)       Sam Barber    (Co-president)                  Lucinda Bertram (Secretary)
NEXT MEETING –  March
Attachments
Presidents Report 2010

Treasurers Report 2010

Events for 2011
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