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Avondale Grammar School Preschool 2012
Welcome to Avondale Pre-School. Below you will find information about your child’s first day and some useful tips on starting school.

Starting Preschool

Preschool Uniform: 
Boys: Dress Shirt and PE Shorts

Girls: Dress

PE: PE shorts and Avondale Polo Shirt

· Shoes – Please send your child to school in sensible, closed-in shoes such as joggers or sneakers. The base colour of the shoes must be white, however other colours or designs on top of the white base are fine. Please ensure your child’s shoes are practical and that they can, as much as possible, be independent for removing them and putting them back on.

· School Bag – if you wish, you may choose to purchase an Avondale school bag (this may be purchased at reception), however this is not necessary for Preschool. Please ensure the school bag your child brings is large enough to fit lunchboxes, spare clothing, drink bottle, etc. 
Your child will need:

· Snack and Lunch – Please pack these separately, and preferably store in a cooler bag, clearly labelled. Please be mindful when you (or your helper) are packing lunchboxes, that we would operate a ‘No Nuts’ policy (many muesli bars contain nuts so please read the labels carefully). 
We would also like to encourage parents to pack healthy food for their children to enjoy whilst at preschool. This may include sandwiches, salads, pasta, crackers, cheese, fruit, vegetables and yoghurt. We would prefer that chocolate and candy are avoided.  Canteen lunches are also available and canteen order forms can be found by the sign in sheet in each classroom. 
· Water Bottle - The children will be encouraged to drink all day and bottles will be refilled when empty. 

· Hat – As AGS encourages a “sun-smart” community, the children will need a sun hat every day for outdoor play. School uniform hats are available from the office. Please label the inside of your child’s hat clearly and we encourage families, for safety reasons, to cut and remove the hat cord. We also recommend applying sunscreen to your child prior to bringing them to school.

· Spare Clothes - Please pack spare clothes (uniform or other clothes) and underwear in case of accidents, water play and other messy activities.
· Bed Linen (Topaz and Emerald classes) – Each child is asked to bring 2 cot-sized sheets and a sheet bag for rest time. Your child will not, of course, be required to sleep, however he/she is encouraged to lie quietly with a book for a time in order to rest and settle their mind and body as a short recharge for the remainder of the day. Sheets will stay in the classroom and be sent home for cleaning on your child’s last day of attendance each month. A sheet bag is essential as it keeps the child’s bed linen hygienically separated. 

Each item must be labelled clearly with your child’s name (including bed linen).


Avondale Grammar School Preschool

Getting off to a Good Start and Settling into School:

1. Bring your child into the classroom to greet the teacher and help unpack their belongings.
2. Choose a learning activity together and work with your child either on the mat or at the table. Be confident and happy. 

3. When you decide to leave: tell your child, reassure them that you will be back in the afternoon and leave them promptly. Children may cry, but this is usually a separation issue and often your child will stop soon after you leave. If they continue to cry, however, or we think your child is unhappy, we will contact you. We want your child’s first experiences to be happy.

4. At the end of the day please read the daily update on the whiteboard in your child’s classroom. For those children taking the bus, an update will be emailed to you by their class teacher.

5. After school, talk to your child about their day and be positive about Preschool. Display any artwork they bring home in order to connect home and school in a positive way.

6. Communication between home and pre-school is very important  and we encourage this to take place in person wherever possible. You may approach your child’s class teacher at the end of the school day to get a brief update or you may book an appointment with your child’s class teacher at another time. For those parents who are not able to drop-off or collect their child, you may email the relevant class teacher with any questions or concerns or send a note with your child. We always try to get back to you as soon as possible however, do keep in mind that our primary concern is the learning and development of your child and most responses will take place after 3pm each day. A weekly pre-school newsletter will also be sent out to parents and carers at the end of each week. 
All of the staff at Avondale pre-school are qualified and experienced early years practitioners and will help your child to feel secure and happy in their new environment. Please feel free to leave a message with reception on 62 588 544, or to email me at:   jpeter-swain@avondalegs.com.sg 
Jade Peter-Swain
Director of Preschool

